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trade with the interior. Koweit, the capital of a sultanate of the
same name, is situated on the Persian Gulf and is engaged in the
pearl-fishing industry. It also carries on considerable trade with
the interior and with other ports on the, Gulf.
RAILWAY ROUTES IN SOUTH-WEST ASIA
In Anatolia there are now several important lines. The Anatolian
railway begins at Haidar Pasha, near the entrance to the Bosporus,
and crossing the tableland by way of EsMshehr, runs to Konia,
the starting-point of the Baghdad railway. EsMshehr is connected
with Ankara1 by another branch of the same system. From
Ankara a line runs by Kayseri and Sivas to Samsun* and one from
Sivas to Erzunim is in course of construction. The main line of the
Smyrna 2 railway passes through Manisa and Turgutlu (Kassaba),
and joins the route to Konia at Afyon Karahisar, while a branch
runs north from Manisa to Panderma, on the Sea of Marmara.
The Smyrna-Aidin railway follows the valley of the Menderes for
a considerable part of the way to Egerdir, on the lake of the same
name. The Baghdad railway starts at Konia, and after tunnelling
through the Taunis range and the Amanus range, arrives at Mos-
lemiyeh, the junction for Aleppo. From this point the line runs
eastward to Xisibin, whence, according to the plan now proposed,
it will be continued by Mosul to Kirkuk. Kirkuk has already been
connected with Baghdad by a metre gauge line, and Baghdad
with Basra.
From Aleppo a railway runs south by Damascus to Medina,
and may ultimately be continued to Mecca.3 It is connected with
the ports of Syria and Palestine by branches from Horns to Tripoli,
Rayak to Beirut* and Deraa to Haifa and Acre. From Haifa a
recently constructed line goes* southward along the coastal plain to
Gaza and then by way of El Arish and Qantara, on the Suez fanal,
to Cairo ; from it there are branches to Jaffa and to Jerusalem.
1  Formerly Angora.
2  XtErJosfa, Rsuxte is Izmir,
s XMs is now doubtful,   A considerable part of the Damascus-Mediaa line
(aairow gauge) has been derelict for a number of years;   its place h.gs
been taken by motor transport.